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Poll Question

What is AIDEA’s mission?
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Our mission is to “promote, 

develop, and advance the 

creation of jobs and 

economic development in 

Alaska by providing various 

means of financing and 

investment.” 

(AS 44.88.010)

AIDEA Mission
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Poll Question

Since 1997, how much money has AIDEA contributed to the 

State of Alaska in dividends?
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• Investing in Alaskans since 1967

• Alaska’s Development Finance Authority

• Financially Self-Sustaining Public 

Corporation (no GF by statute AS 

44.88.190(b))

• $468 million in dividends declared to 

Alaska since 1996

• Directed over $3.5 billion into economic 

development in Alaska

What does AIDEA do?
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West Susitna Access Project



• Approximately 78 miles long

• Begins at the DOT project terminus, west of 

Alexander Creek

• Parallels proposed Donlin Gold gas pipeline 

for 53 miles

• Ends at upper Skwentna River at base of 

Alaska Range

AIDEA’S PROJECT LOCATION
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AIDEA & DOT PROJECT LOCATIONS



Poll Question

How many jobs are anticipated for the

West Su Mining District?

AIDEA | West Susitna Access Project Update | Mat-Su Spring Economic Summit | April  24, 2024 8



Economic Study Highlights
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Provide safe and efficient road access from the existing highway system in proximity to existing port facilities and population centers in Southcentral
Alaska to resources in the Fish Creek NRMU and western Yentna and Skwentna River Basins that increase job growth and economic development

opportunities.

• Provide access to the public for fishing, hunting, and recreation!

Figure Source: West Susitna Access Reconnaissance Study Transportation Analysis Report (DOT&PF 2014)

Mineral Resources

Copper, gold, silver, and platinum 

potential; more than 3,000 active 

mining claims within the basin.

Forestry/Timber Harvest

More than 700,000 acres available for 

harvest; enhances fire suppression.

Agricultural Resources

More than 65,000 acres of 

land identified for potential 

agricultural uses.

Alternative Energy
Opportunities for clean energy 

projects, including geothermal , 
hydroelectric, solar, wind, carbon 
capture and sequestration, and 

biomass resources.

Recreational Access

Many opportunities including 

snowmachining, fishing, hunting, 

boating, recreational mining, and

use of cabins.

Energy Resources
Active energy exploration in the in the 

areas west of the Susitna River, 
including Upper Cook Inlet where 

active oil and gas producing fields 
exist in the study area.

Project Benefits
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First Responder Access

Ability to provide first aid, fire

response, and other emergency

access in the area.



Access to Critical Minerals

The road would access areas known to contain significant deposits of hard rock minerals such as gold, silver, & 

copper.
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Potential Timber and Agriculture Opportunities
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Potential Jobs and Wages for Borough Residents

AIDEA | West Susitna Access Project Update | Mat-Su Spring Economic Summit | April  24, 2024 13



Active Mining 
Claims

Donlin Natural Gas Pipeline 
CorridorSusitna Valley Gas Exploration 
Licenses

West Susitna Access Road (in 
permitting)Rare Earth Element (REE) Exploration Areas Prospects, Mines, and Known Mineral 

OccurrencesCook Inlet Gas Leases

Skwentn
a

Willo
w

Port 
Mackenzie

Beluga River Power 
Plant

Existing Roads & 
HighwaysNatural Gas Pipeline Utility

State Mining Claims

Recreational Opportunities



Current Status & Updates
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• 2024 field season planning underway

▪ Analyze data gaps in the following 
areas:

✓LiDAR Acquisition and Mapping

✓Alternatives Conceptual Engineering

✓Cultural Resources Studies

✓Wetlands Studies

✓Fish Studies

✓Visual Resource Studies

• Estimated 2024 Field Season Cost:

▪ ~ $1.6 million

Current Status – AIDEA Project
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2024 Field Season

All field season deliverables to be submitted

to AIDEA by EOY 2024

Next Step: Re-engage U.S. Corps of Engineers to

begin the permit application process



AIDEA & DOT PROJECTS

DOT 

Stage 1

DOT 

Stage 2

AIDEA 

Project

DOT Stage 1 Bridge

DOT Stage 2 Bridge

AIDEA Project Bridge
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Poll Question

Should Alaskans support economic opportunities 

like the West Susitna Access Projects?  
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Stay up to date

Join the 
Coalition!

Stay Informed and Receive Project Updates 
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Thank You!


